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Pondering the Birth of 
Christ 
 
Solemnity of the Nativity 
of the Lord—Christmas  
25th December, 2022  
Is 52: 7–10| Heb 1:1–6 | Jn 1:1–18  
 

So they went in haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the infant 
lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known the message 
that had been told them about this 
child. All who heard it were amazed 
by what had been told them by the 
shepherds. And Mary kept all these 
things, reflecting on them in her 
heart. Luke 2:16–19 

Merry Christmas! Our Advent 
preparations have been 
completed, and we are now 
invited by our Lord to enter into 
the glorious celebration of His 
birth! 

How well do you understand the 
awe-inspiring mystery of 
Christmas? How fully do you 
comprehend the significance of 
God becoming a human, born of a 
virgin? Though many are quite 
familiar with the beautiful and 
humble story of the birth of the 
Savior of the World, that 
familiarity can have the surprising 
negative effect of keeping our 
intellect from deeply probing the 
depths of the meaning of what we 
celebrate. 

Notice the last line of the Gospel 
passage quoted above: “And Mary 
kept all these things, reflecting on 
them in her heart.” What a 
beautiful line to ponder this 
Christmas day. Mother Mary was 
the one person who would have 
understood the mystery of the 
birth of her Son, the Son of God, 

the Savior of the World, far more 
deeply than anyone else. It was to 
her that the Archangel Gabriel 
appeared, announcing her 
pregnancy and His birth. It was 
her who carried her Son, the Son 
of God, in her Immaculate womb 
for nine months. It was to her that 
Elizabeth, her cousin, cried out, 
“Most blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb” (Luke 1:42). It was 
Mary who was the Immaculate 
Conception, the one who was 
preserved from all sin throughout 
her life. And it was her who gave 
birth to this Child, carried Him in 
her arms and nursed Him at her 
breast. Our Blessed Mother, more 
than any other, understood the 
incredible event that had taken 
place in her life. 

But, again, the Gospel above says 
that “Mary kept all these things, 
reflecting on them in her heart.” 
One thing this tells us is that even 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the 
Mother of God, needed time to 
ponder, reflect and savor this 
most holy mystery. She never 
doubted, but her faith continually 
deepened, and her heart 
pondered the unfathomable and 
incomprehensible mystery of the 
Incarnation. 

Another thing this tells us is that 
there is no end to the depth of the 
“pondering” to which we must 
commit ourselves if we want to 
enter more deeply into the 
mystery of the birth of the Son of 
God. Reading the story, setting up 
a nativity scene, sharing Christmas 
cards, attending Mass and the like 
are central to a holy celebration of 
Christmas. But “pondering” and 
“reflecting,” especially during 
prayer and especially at the 
Christmas Mass, will have the 
effect of drawing us ever deeper 
into this Mystery of our Faith. 

Reflect, today, with our Blessed 
Mother. Ponder the Incarnation. 
Place yourself into the scene that 
first Christmas. Hear the sounds 
of the town. Smell the smells of 
the stable. Watch as the 
shepherds come forth in 
adoration. And enter the mystery 
more fully, acknowledging that the 
more you know about the mystery 
of Christmas, the more you know 
how little you actually know and 
understand. But that humble 
realization is the first step to a 
deeper understanding of what we 
celebrate this day. 

Lord, I gaze at the wonder of Your 
birth. You Who are God, the Second 
Person of the Most Holy Trinity, God 
from God and Light from Light, 
became one of us, a humble child, 
born of a virgin and laid in a 
manger. Help me to ponder this 
glorious event, to reflect upon the 
mystery with awe and to more fully 
grasp the meaning of what You have 
done for us. I thank You, dear Lord, 
for this glorious celebration of Your 
birth into the world. Jesus, I trust in 
You. 

 

 

Source : mycatholic.life 
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Our Shepherds 

PARISH PRIEST  
Rev Fr John Sim  
Tel: 6459 9958  
frjohnsim@christtheking.com.sg 

ASSISTANT PRIEST  
Rev Fr John Khoo  
Tel: 6459 9956   
frjohnkhoo@gmail.com 
 
ASSISTANT PRIEST  
Rev Fr Paul Lim  
Tel: 6459 9958   
plimnov@hotmail.com 

ASSISTANT PRIEST  
Rev Fr Abel Antony  
Tel: 6459 9957   
rexabel@gmail.com 
 
 
Mass Timings 

WEEKEND MASSES  
Sat:    5pm (Sunset)   
Sun:   7am, 8.30am (Mandarin),               
10am, 11.30am & 5pm 
 
WEEKDAY MASSES  
Mon-Fri: 7.30am & 6pm   
Sat:         7.30am   
 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY MASSES 
7.30am & 5pm  

 
 
CONFESSION  
Available half hour before 
all weekend Masses in the 
Reconciliation Chapel (Main 
Church) 

Opening Hours 

PARISH OFFICE  
Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm 
Sat:         9am-4pm 
Sun:        9am-1pm 

Closed on Public Holidays 
 
ADORATON ROOM  
Temporarily closed for 
renovation.  

 
COLUMBARIUM  
Mon-Fri:  9.30am-4.30pm  
Sat:          9.30am-3.30pm   
Sun:         9.30am-4.30pm   
 

CHAPEL OF REPOSE  
The CTK Chapel of Repose is 
open for bookings.  
Volunteers from our St 
Mother Teresa Prayer 
Group is on call to take 
bookings and provide 
spiritual support to the 
bereaved family.   

Please call our 24/7 Booking 
Lines at 97571383 / 
96394511.  

Infant Baptism 
 
Infant baptism will be held on the 
first Sunday of each month. Prior 
booking is required at https://
tinyurl.com/CTKinfant, subject to 
availability. For enquiries, email: 
infantbaptism@gmail.com 

CTK News WhatsApp  
Broadcast 
Stay connected with the latest 
announcements and news by 
subscribing to CTK News WhatsApp 
Broadcast.  Just follow 3 steps below: 

 
Step 1: Save 8361 7323 in your phone 
contact as “CTK News” 

Step 2: Send a WhatsApp message to 
“CTK News” with your Full Name & 
Mobile Number  

Step 3: Wait for confirmation that 
your request has been received! 

Mass Collection   
 
Thank you for your unceasing 
generosity. Please continue to 
contribute via the following 
options:  
  
CASH : Drop your envelope 
(Mass Collection) into the 
Donation Box outside the Parish 
Office. 
 
CROSSED CHEQUE : In favour of 
‘Church of Christ the King’ and mail 
it to 2221 Ang Mo Kio Ave 8, 
S569809. 
 
PayNow: Launch the PayNow 
service on your bank’s app or 

UEN: T08CC4038L 

Name:  Church of Christ the King 

Key in:  Amount 

Reference:  Mass Collec on 

Pray-with-Us Rosary 
Series 
CTK presents a series of 4 Online 
Rosaries to accompany you on your 
prayer journey, anytime, anywhere!  

Available on CTK YouTube Channel at 
https: //tinyurl.com/CTKClips 

Sacred Heart Devotion 
Join us for Sacred Heart Devotion 
every Friday after evening Mass  in 
the Main Church. For those who cannot 
join us, you can visit our Youtube 
channel at : 

https://tinyurl.com/CTKClips for our 
Sacred Heart Devotion videos. 

Devotion to Divine Mercy 
Join us for Devotion to the Divine 
Mercy every Tuesday at 8pm in the 
Main Church.  All are welcome! 
Organised by CTK Divine Mercy 
Prayer Group. 

2nd collection - Catholic 
News 

Resumption of Special 
Monthly Masses      
We are pleased to announce the 
resumption of the following Masses in 
the main church from January 2023 : 
 
Divine Mercy Mass -  
1st Tuesday of the month, 8pm                                      
(commencing  3 Jan 2023)  
 
Tamil Mass -  
4th Sunday of the month, 6.30pm  
(commencing 22 Jan 2023) 
 

There will be a 2nd collection to help 
defray the cost of the Catholic News. 
Please give generously. 

Catholic News  
The latest Catholic News is available  
this  weekend.  Kindly obtain a copy 
after Mass 
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Christmas/New Year Mass Timings 
 

Parish Office Closure    
Please take note of our Parish Office closure on the 
following days :  
 
Christmas Eve  
Sat 24 Dec 2022       Closed at 12.00noon 
Christmas Day 
Sun 25 Dec 2022      Closed whole day 
Public Holiday 
Mon 26 Dec 2022    Closed whole day 
 New Year’s Day Eve                                                 
Sat  31 Dec 2022      Closed at 12.00noon 
New Year’s Day 
Sun  1 Jan 2023        Closed whole day 
Public Holiday 
Mon  2 Jan 2023       Closed whole day 

Animators/Cantors for 7am Sunday 
Mass    

 
 
 

Be a Catechist For Primary Level! 
Do you have a love for children and want to show 
them how much God loves them too? Come join us 
as catechists in CTK! 

Registration for CC1 class 2023     
For students who will be in Secondary One in 2023, 
please register using the online form at 
https://forms.gle/gQuDR4wErtSeq1HD9 or by 
scanning the QR code. 
 

 

Nightly Rosary via Zoom  
Do join us for Nightly Rosary Session via Zoom 
at 8.30pm. These nightly sessions are open to all 
Parishioners, far and near!   

Christmas Greetings! 
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Pope Francis’ Special Christmas Message   
Look at the Child of Hope 

Pope Francis speaks 
to Italian reporter 
Fabio Marchese 
Ragona in an 
interview on Canale 5, 
offering his thoughts 
on the spread of war 
in our world and 
encouraging us to 
look to the Child Jesus 
as Christmas 
approaches. 
Pope Francis spoke on Sunday on Italian television 
about several timely topics in an interview with 
Vatican-reporter Fabio Marchese Ragona, on the 
programme "Il Natale che vorrei" (The Christmas that I 
would like). The Holy Father spoke about various 
important topics, from war to the poor and 
the World Cup. 
 
A war fought piecemeal 
Speaking initially about Ukraine, Pope Francis noted 
that we are living a third world war fought piecemeal, 
saying that although Ukraine feels closer, there has 
been a terrible war in Syria for 13 years, as well as in 
Myanmar and "everywhere in Africa". "The world is at 
war," he said.  
 
Pope Francis then pointed to something that causes 
him great worry: an "attitude of indifference". In the 
face of so many poor people, refugees, and people 
who are suffering this Christmas, there is a terrible 
attitude of indifference, said the Pope. 
 
He recalled an image of a lady in a fur coat and 
gloves ignoring the cries for help of a lady on the 
street as she exits a restaurant. "The worst that can 
happen to us is to look away," said the Pope. 
 
A sad Christmas 
"Please measure Christmas spending, limit it," he 
said. "This is a sad Christmas, a Christmas of war. 
There are people starving. Please have a big heart 
and do not spend as if nothing is happening." He 
noted that there are children playing with pieces of 
Russian missiles, as they go hungry while other 
people starve.  
 
Pope Francis went on to speak of the corruption 
scandal surrounding the European Union. He 
pointed out that we are all sinners, and that we must 
all ask for forgiveness, but added that although we 
are all sinners, we are not all corrupt. 
 
"Sinner yes; corrupt never," he said, adding that this 
attitude frightens him.  

Humility in victory 
Before knowing that Argentina would be the FIFA 
World Cup champions, the Pope asked that the 
winners "live with humility" and that those who do 
not win "live it with joy because the greatest value is 
not to win or lose, but to play clean, to play well." 
We can always do more. 
 
Noting that the Holy Father will soon be celebrating 
ten years of his pontificate, Fabio Marchese Ragona 
asked whether there was anything he had not 
accomplished which he wished to.  
 
There are always things to be done, answered the 
Pope. He recognised that the Council of Cardinals 
and the Secretariat for the Economy are "moving 
forward", but said there is always more that can be 
done. 
 
Look at the Child of hope  
Finally, Pope Francis offered a Christmas message for 
all those who had been listening. 
 
"Look at the Child; look at the star. One more child is 
hope." Although He was born poor and persecuted, 
Jesus still brought hope. 
 
"To each of you listening," the Pope concluded, "I 
would like to ask that the Lord give you the 
tenderness of a child, that we do not lose human 
tenderness, that He might help us, and that He might 
give you the light of the star." 
 
And finally, he blessed everyone and wishes us a 
"good and holy Christmas." 
 
“May the Lord bless you and may Our Lady keep 
you.”  
 
 
 
By Francesca Merlo , for Va can News 
19 December 2022  


